TEXANS DESERVE LEADERS WHO GIVE A DAMN

SAN ANTONIO, TX— July 20, 2025 — The flood in the Hill Country, which killed over 130 people, was an
unspeakable tragedy. Families camping for the Fourth of July weekend, girls at a summer camp, and
residents who had no expectation the waters would get so high — gone.

But this tragedy was preventable. It was the perfect storm of reckless choices by the Republican Party,
from the Trump administration to Governor Abbott to county commissioners. In the face of this tragedy,
Republican leadership congratulated each other on their response, denied that anyone could have been
adequately forewarned, attacked “evil” journalists who dared demand accountability, and issued
sanctimonious calls to focus on the victims rather than scrutinize what happened. Texans deserve better,
and we honor those who died by demanding accountability from those who could have prevented this.

Here’s a timeline of how Republicans failed Texans during this tragic event:

Although the flood occurred in the early morning hours of Friday, July 4, President Trump did not
sign an emergency declaration until Sunday, July 6.

FEMA did not answer nearly two-thirds of calls to its disaster assistance line for two days after
catastrophic floods roared through Central Texas because as a FEMA official wrote in an email to
colleagues, ‘We still do not have a decision, waiver or signature from the DHS Secretary, referring
to Noem's failure to renew contracts with companies that run FEMA call centers. Noem did not get
around to renewing FEMA’s contracts until Thursday, July 10, five days after the contracts expired
and six days after the Kerrville disaster.

Noem did have time to fly to Kerrville for a photo op on Saturday, July 5, but she didn’t authorize
FEMA’s Search and Rescue team to start work until Monday, July 7. The team got to Kerr County
days after the flooding began.

DOGE recklessly cut 600 jobs from the National Weather Service (NWS) in April. Key positions and
years of experience were absent when the Kerrville flood came. Among those key positions was
the person in the San Antonio office whose job was to work closely with local officials, including
outlying counties, and warn them about emergencies—he had been forcibly retired by DOGE.
The 2025 Texas Legislature, including Representative Wes Virdell (R — Kerrville) voted against
advancing H.B. 13, a bill that would have established a statewide plan to improve Texas’ disaster
response, including better alert systems. The bill failed in the Texas Senate after Republican
concerns with cost despite having a multi-billion dollar surplus.

OnJuly 8, Governor Greg Abbott told a press conference “The state was aware that there was a
possible serious flooding event days in advance and pre-positioned assets and resources and
personnel...we originally pre-positioned those assets, personnel and resources on Wednesday.
Then, when greater clarity was discerned on Wednesday, we moved them closer and made sure
we had adequate supplies going into Friday. We were ready.” Yet no one was evacuated.
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e And now, Abbott has bent the knee to Trump and agreed to an out-of-cycle redistricting effort to
redraw voter maps to carve out another 5 Republican Congressional seats to further
disenfranchise Texas voters.

To Texas Republicans and the Trump administration: We have had enough. Texas deserves better than
politicians who deflect any meaningful effort to prevent yet another tragedy. This is the predictable
outcome when elected officials—from the President of the United States to Abbott to county officials—
reject their duty as servants of the people.

The Bexar County Democratic Party and neighboring county chairs are calling for change. We are
releasing the embedded video to highlight recurring Republican negligence.

Video: Texans Deserve Leaders who Give a Damn, (Gary Cooper)
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